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ALL CANNINGS

The Parish
The Parish of All Cannings lies on the northern side of the Vale of Pewsey and consists of the lands of two Manors; All Cannings and Allington. The lines of the boundaries of the respective manors and, therefore, the present parish, have changed little since bronze age settlers populated the area. Small changes have taken place over the intervening centuries with alterations in the prevailing conditions and population patterns. The northern boundary is roughly halfway between the crest of the hills above the village and Silbury Hill and is some six kilometres from the centre of the village. In contrast the southern boundary is only one and a half kilometres from the same point. At its narrowest the parish is only fifteen hundred metres wide, at its highest point on Tan Hill, and the maximum width occurs in line with the southern end of the village where the width is some four kilometres. In plan the shape of the parish is of a boot with the ankle at Woodway Bridge, on the Kennet and Avon Canal, and the toe to the south-east of the village.

The original settlement was probably on the top of Clifford's Hill in the area known as Rybury Fort which overlooks what would have been a well-forested, but wet valley floor. As the valley dried out, and the threat from marauding neighbours reduced, the settlement moved down the hill to a more sheltered site just above the present Cannings Cross Farm, and later, possibly during Roman times, further south to its present position on the side of a spit of land overlooking the still damp ground to the west of the village.

The village is mentioned in the Domesday Book, commissioned by William I in 1086. It is given under its Latin name of Caninge and is given as being part of the lands under the stewardship of the Abbess of the Benedictine Abbey of St. Mary in Winchester. The Abbey was founded in the latter half of the 9th century by Ealswith of Gaini, the wife of King Alfred the Great, and also held, amongst others, the lands of the Manor of Urchfont.

In common with all Church-held lands, the Estate was confiscated by the Commissioners of Henry VIII during the Reformation and in 1536, the 'valuable manor of Allecanynges' was presented to Edward Seymour, later to be ennobled as Duke of Somerset. The Estate remained with the Seymour family until the late 17th century. 

The Nicholas Family obtained the estate in about 1690 and retained it until it was sold in 1845 to Alexander Baring, the 1st. Lord Ashburton. 1895 saw the sale of the village to Mr. Ernest Terah Hooley, who was forced, following the discovery of financial irregularities, to resell the estate. It was purchased by Sir Christopher Furness of West Hartlepool who later passed it on to the Cavendish Land Company who sold the remaining part of the estate by auction in 44 separate lots on September 23rd. 1909.

ALL SAINTS' CHURCH, ALL CANNINGS.
Outside
Externally, the church appears at first sight to be quite plain. It is constructed in ashlar limestone, and although very little of the original structure exists to this day, it is probable that the Norman and possibly the Saxon predecessors were similarly constructed. The Saxon building was probably similar to the Saxon Church which still remains in Bradford-on-Avon and the Norman church certainly had stone pillars. Limestone is not found naturally in large quantities in this area, so the materials required would have had to have been brought in from quarries or mines some distance to the west of the area.

The doorway of the North porch is the oldest external part of the building, dating from the 13th. century. The nave was rebuilt in the 14th. century and the transepts and tower in the 15th., the upper section of the latter as far as the parapet being completed in the 1480's; the clock turret is relatively modern. The corners of the building are strengthened by angle buttresses with perpendicular buttresses on the chancel walls and west end.

The chancel, which had dated from 1678, was rebuilt during the mid-19th. century during the incumbency of the Rev. T.A. Methuen, who also undertook many other repairs to the fabric of the church including replacing the entire roof of the church. The present chancel was designed by Henry Weaver. The old roof lines are still visible on the east face of the tower.

The south side of the church, facing the Manor House, presents a totally different view - here it resembles more a small town church rather than the large village church of the north side A Tudor chantry chapel with largely glass walls is surmounted by a crenelated parapet which then continues over the south transept and the full length of the south aisle. The parapet is decorated with Tudor flowers and panels enclosing quatrefoils. Two shields are visible, one showing the arms of the St. Armand family and the other the Beauchamp.

On the south porch are the faint remains of several scratch dials. Naturally, since they date from the Middle Ages, they are now somewhat weather-worn but are still sufficiently deep to be usable with the insertion of a simple gnomon.

Further around and over the west window are two carved heads, presumably a third head once existed to the north of the window. It is not known of whom the heads are, or for what, if any, purpose other than ornament they were placed around the window.

Inside
As one enters the church through the north door, a small plinth can be seen over the keystone: this would normally have been used to bear a statue of the patronal saint of the church, a difficult problem when the dedication is to All Saints, but more of this later.

The interior of the church is that of a building largely rebuilt during the 14th. and 15th. centuries.

To the right, as one enters is the font. It is of a typical 15th. century design with a low octagonal bowl with quatrefoil panels and is lined with lead and fitted with a drain. The carved conical cover is dated 1633 and was given by the Rev. Thomas Byng of whom more later. It was originally in the centre of the nave but moved to its present position during the incumbency of the Rev. St.Clair Tisdall to enable  easier manoeuvring of the bier!

The pews date from 1843 when the old box-pews were removed as part of the Rev. Methuen's repair and rebuilding programme. The box pews had been in place since about 1500; prior to then no seating was provided for the congregation. The floor would have been stone flags strewn with rushes or straw and the people either stood or knelt for Mass. The rushes would be replaced once yearly, on Rush Sunday, which is still observed in some churches, St. Mary, Redcliffe in Bristol being one such church.

A screen separated the chancel from the nave, only the chancel being regarded as sacred, permitting the nave to be used for meetings, Manor Courts and a variety of other functions. The Rood screen in this church was removed in about 1549 and the chantry chapel dismantled and converted, later, into the manor-house pew. The wood would have been used to construct the singers gallery which was erected at the west end and was removed during the 19th. century modifications. The only remaining relic of the screen is the old doorway to its upper level sited part way up the northwest tower pier and two carved knees which would have supported the screen. The design and size of the screen are now, unfortunately lost, but it would also have been used, in the absence of an organ, as a platform for musicians.

Over the chancel arch between the nave and the tower crossing are displayed the Royal Arms as required by law to be shown in all Established churches after the Restoration of the Monarchy in 1660.

The commencement of Dr. Robert Byng's incumbency as Rector coincided with the accession to the throne of Charles I. He was a Fellow of Clare Hall, Cambridge until the age of 44 when he exchanged the professor's life for that of a country parson.and leaving the Fens for the Wiltshire uplands. It was during his time in the village that three bells were cast and installed, the present Treble, the No. 3 and that which is now used as the clock bell; they are dated 1626,1626 and 1629 respectively. However, during the reign of Edward VI an inventory recorded 'Allkannings - iii bells'. No record exists as to the present whereabouts of these bells; were they recast to make the present three old bells? He had the font cover carved and installed and as a further gift to the village he built the rectory upon which is the inscription, part in Latin and part in Greek 'Robert Byng not for himself erected this building A.D. 1642'. Alas, it was to be his final gift, the Civil War started the same year and in 1643 the Battle of Roundway Down was joined. He was a staunch Royalist and was eventually ejected from the living in 1646, along with his wife and two small sons. He moved to Etchilhampton for a time and on 8th. February 1658 he died in Devizes where he was buried in St. John's church.

In common with many churches, All Cannings church suffered during the Civil War and Commonwealth. In the fourteen years of disuse and probable misuse the windows lost much of their glass; all that remains are some square and diamond shaped fragments of plain glass distributed about the later, replacement, glass and several small pieces of stained glass in the north and south transept windows which can only give a vague indication of the glory that is lost. The fragments that remain show a very high degree of artistry and a delicate colouring which contrasts with the heavier and deeper coloured Victorian stained glass of the chancel which was designed and made by Lavers and Barraud..

 The earliest recorded or recognisable parts of the church building are the northeast and southwest tower piers which are Norman in origin and have trumpet scallop capitals. Subsequent restoration work and cleaning have removed any finer carving or painted decoration on the pillars and it is not known if they are even in their original positions. If they are, then the relative width to height of the church must have made for a quite imposing building. The Norman church was probably a replacement for an earlier Saxon structure, as it was common for the Normans to demolish existing major buildings in any place under their rule, the better to impose their control over the inhabitants. 

A relic of an earlier structure exists in the form of a curious stone carving on the south face of the Southwest tower pier. It appears to be the figure of a man entwined by a serpent or snake. It would, therefore, have probably formed one of a pair of allegorical carvings of Adam and Eve. Its date and origins are, however, unknown.

The south transept was enlarged in Tudor times to include a small chapel, which involved moving the original wall back some five feet with the subsequent removal of any external buttressing. The strange part-arch to the east is, therefore, a remnant of the construction work being a small flying  buttress to allow the excavation  of foundations below.

The only remaining part of the chapel is the piscina on the south wall which was discovered during the renovations of the 1840's. The north transept is now  in use as the vestry and organ chamber but has its own slice of history to tell. The north window contains traces of an Annunciation window, the east wall bears a baroque tablet on a death's head corbel as a memorial to Daniel Cozens who died in 1730 having served as the village baker. The turret staircase,which nowadays is reached through a door beside the organ, used to be reached through a door in the north side of the pier and was probably once outside the church. In 1861, during excavations below the north transept, for the installation of the heating system, a Purbeck Marble coffin containing a skeleton nearly six feet in length was unearthed. The interment was apparently from the early 13th. century and was of the bones of a youngish man. Since the Purbeck quarries are fairly distant, the transport would have been both difficult and costly which implies that the man was from a wealthy family. Near the coffin was a silver penny which was found to date from about the reign of Edward I.

Round the corner in the chancel is a priest's door, which in the original design of the church, would have allowed the priest to enter the chancel to say his offices even when the rest of the church was being used for other purposes.

Opposite is the Beauchamp chantry chapel. These chapels were often founded in the Middle Ages by wealthy families for the saying of Masses for 'the repose of their souls', probably, in this case, for the de Berkham family, the first recorded Rector of All Cannings. Like many others, it was dismantled in the aftermath of the Reformation, and eventually the space created was taken over by the occupants of the Manor House and converted into the Manor Pew. The east window is of the late Victorian period and shows, from bottom to top, the four evangelists, four allegorical panels; the parable of the sower, the labourers in the vineyard, the lost sheep, and angels. The small lights above show the greater prophets, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel.

The chancel was completely rebuilt under the direction of the Rev. Thomas Anthony Methuen with the assistance of his sons. He was rector of this parish for 60 years from 1809 and completed his rebuilding less than two years before his death. Prior to rebuilding the chancel he had already caused the nave to be much repaired including the replacement of the roof; even the carved date of 1638 at the south east corner was copied from the original. In 1833 he had donated the land and built the village school which is still in use today (1995) but due to be replaced within a few  years.

The memorials of many of the Methuen family are contained around the chancel walls and floor. The Victorian 'History of the Parish' by Rev. W.H. Jones, date unknown, describes the reredos thus: it 'has a central projection of veined alabaster, terminating in a crocketted gable and a finial of Caen stone. In the centre of this again is a quatrefoil panel, with a sculpture of the Last Supper in white Derbyshire alabaster. On each side of the projection are trefoil-headed recesses of Caen stone, with the ten Commandments incised, and in the spandrels are bosses of spar with alabaster cups. The angle shafts of the central projection are of green Irish marble, capped and based in carved alabaster'. Unfortunately, Caen stone is porous and the lower parts of the trefoil recesses are now suffering from rising dampness

The pulpit was erected in 1867 by friends of Mr. Methuen, as a memorial to his longincumbency.

The organ was the gift of a rector in memory of Queen Victoria's Jubilee. The inscription, translated from the Latin, reads: ' To the greater glory of God and for use in this church in commemoration of the Jubilee, B. G. Johns, M.A., gave, devoted and dedicated this organ to the Lord in gratitude. June 1897. On whose soul may God have mercy.'

Monuments.
West end of south aisle: 'To William Ernele and Jone his wif......' The panel is dated 1587 and is surmounted with three eagles. William Ernele died in 1593 and 'Jone his wif' died seven years later in 1600. The monument is mentioned in William Ernele's will dated 1590 and was designed at such an early date the couple ensured that the epitaph was to their liking. In his will he directed that his bearers '... four poore men...' should be given dark gowns of frieze and that his wife and son should distribute three pounds among the poor of the parish, and another five pounds in groats (approximately 2p) to those who attended his burial. He left twenty shillings to '.. the reparation of the church of Allcannings..' and the same to Bishops Cannings and 'St. Mary and St. John in the Devises' 

The Ernle family came originally from Ernley in Sussex. Some moved to Wiltshire, one branch becoming Lords of Etchilhampton Manor. A Sir John Ernle was Chancellor of the Exchequer in 1686; another Sir John was rector of All Cannings in the 18th. century. This monument was originally placed in the chancel but was moved to its present position during the chancel rebuilding.

West end of north aisle: To others of the Ernle family including Sir John Ernle, rector, died 1734. Also to his wife, died 1729, whose death was 'A public loss'.

West end of main aisle: William Fowle Esq., died 1796.

South aisle: 
To John Nicholas Esq., grandson of Edward Nicholas Kt., died 

1737.

 

To Richard Riggs, Esq., and Penelope his wife.

South transept:
To Simon Hitchcock, Esq.,died 1850

To Hannah his wife, died 1861

To Jane their daughter, died 1899 

Charity Board
Recording a bequest by Ann Lavington, dated 28th. February 1818, of a trust fund of 500, the proceeds of which to be distributed ten days before Christmas each year amongst the deserving poor of the parish as nominated by the Rector and Churchwardens at that time.

The Church in All Cannings forms part of a United Benefice with the parishes of Bishops Cannings and Etchilhampton. Services take place on the mornings of the 1st. and 3rd. Sunday of each month and evensong takes place on the 2nd. and 4th. Sundays. In months containing a 5th. Sunday a United Benefice service is held which rotates around the three parishes (see church notice boards for details). A service is also  usually held on Thursday afternoons. 

All Saints or Saint Anne's?
There has been uncertainty as to the dedication of the church. Today it is known as All Saints, but in the last century, and early this century there are records indicating dedication to Saint Anne. However, there is also a fifteenth century reference to 'Cannings All Saints'. When the Churchyard was closed by order of the Privy Council in 1911, it was referred to as St. Annes.

We do know that the hill above the village, now called Tan Hill, used to be called St. Anne's Hill or St. Ann's Hill and that the Tan Hill Fair, last held in 1932, was held on St. Anne's Day, 26th. July.

Rectors of All Cannings

	Date
	Incumbent
	Presentation
	Sovereign

	1333
	Thomas de Berkham



Thomas de Wychford
	Abbess of St. Mary's
	Edward III

	1363
	John de Lynden
	
	

	1382
	John Hannewell


Adam Edlyn
	
	Richard II

	1423
	John Balding
	
	Henry VI

	1429
	William Hankyn
	
	

	1444
	Thomas Swyft
	
	

	1447
	William Crowton
	
	

	1472
	Richard Henstoke

	
	Edward IV

	1492
	Richard Warwyn
	
	Henry VII

	1512
	Edward Lee
	
	Henry VIII

	1531
	Edward Leighton

	
	

	1545
	John Fisher
	Edward Seymour
	

	1554
	Thomas Thurland

	Duchy of Somerset
	Mary

	1564
	John Fisher (restored)
	
	Elizabeth I

	1571
	John Powell
	
	

	1593
	Hugh Gough
	
	

	1625
	Robert Byng
	
	Charles I

	1646
	Geoffrey Simpkins
	Minister appointed by Parliament
	

	1660
	Henry Kinninmond
	Duchy of Somerset
	Charles II

	1678
	William Baldwin

	
	

	1681
	George Stodley
	
	James II

	1709
	John Ernle
	Nicholas Family
	Anne

	1734
	William Fowle
	
	George II

	1770
	John Fullerton
	
	George III

	1800
	Henry Davis
	
	

	1807
	Nicholas Heath
	
	

	1809
	Thomas A Methuen
	
	

	1869
	Edmund May
	Lord Ashburton

	Victoria

	1893
	B. George Johns
	
	

	1900
	James S. Crisall
	Sir Christopher Furness
	

	1911
	Francis J. Gough
	Diocese of Salisbury
	George V

	1930
	C.W. St.Clair Tisdall
	
	

	1954
	William Grist
	
	Elizabeth II

	1957
	E.D.J. Shaxted
	
	(whom GOD

	1961
	W.D.G. Mould
	
	Preserve )

	1963
	Eric K. Green

	
	

	1977
	Norman W. Taylor  
	United Benefice with Bishops Cannings
	

	1980
	B. John Smith
	and Etchilhampton
	

	1983
	F.M. Henly
	
	

	1993
	Alan P. Jeans
	
	

	1998
	Sallyanne Attwater
	
	


