Approx 868

All Cannings bestowed on the Abbey of St. Mary, Winchester, after its foundation by Alfred the Great and his Queen, Ethelswitha ( or Ealswith).

932

Abbey of St. Mary, refounded and restored by Bishop Ethelwold.

Lordship of the Manor of All Cannings

	Date
	Owner
	Tenant (Manor Farm)
	
	Source

	868
	Abbey of St. Mary, Winchester/ Ealswith
	
	
	

	1086
	Abbey of St. Mary, Winchester
	
	
	Domesday Book

	1497
	Abbey of St. Mary, Winchester
	John Burdon
	
	

	1535
	Abbey of St. Mary, Winchester/ Elizabeth Shelley
	
	
	

	1536
	Edward Seymour
	
	
	

	1555
	
	Edward Shelley
	
	

	1584
	
	John Collet
	
	

	1550
	
	
	Sir John Thynne
	

	1676
	Lady Elizabeth Seymour
	
	
	

	1690
	Sir Nicholas Nicholas
	
	
	

	
	George Nicholas
	
	
	

	-1738
	John Nicholas
	
	
	

	1738-1808
	Nicholas Nicholas (born Heath)
	
	
	

	1799
	Nicholas Nicholas
	John Grant
	
	Tithe Allocation

	1808-1817
	Georgiana Gell (nee Nicholas)
	John Grant
	
	1817 Sale Documents

	1840
	Alexander, Lord Ashburton
	
	
	Tithe Commutation

	1851
	Alexander, Lord Ashburton
	Thomas Neate
	
	Census

	1861
	Alexander, Lord Ashburton
	Stephen Neate
	
	Census

	1871
	Alexander, Lord Ashburton
	Thomas Crees
	
	Census

	1881
	Alexander, Lord Ashburton
	Sydney Crees
	
	Census

	1891
	Alexander, Lord Ashburton
	Sydney Crees
	
	Census

	1895
	Alexander, Lord Ashburton
	Sydney U. Crees
	
	Poor Rate Collection

	1896
	Ernest Terrah Hooley
	Sydney U. Crees
	
	

	1898
	Sir Christopher Furness
	Sydney U. Crees
	
	

	1902
	Sir Christopher Furness
	Sydney U. Crees
	
	Poor Rate Collection

	1909
	Cavendish Land Company
	John Crees
	
	1909 Sale Documents
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Extract from 'DOMESDAY BOOK"





	Ipsa Ecclesia tenet CANNINGE. Tempore Regis Edwardi geldabat pro 18 hidis et una virgata terrae et dimidio. Terra est 15 caracutae. De hac terra sunt in dominio 4 hidae, et ibi 5 caracutae, et 8 servi. Ibi 27 villani, et 17 bordarii, et 6 cotarii, cum 10 caracutis. Ibi molinus, reddens 13 solidos, et 108 acrae prati. Pastura una leuca longa et 3 quarentenis lata. Silva 4 quarentinis longa et 2 quarentinis lata. Valuit 20 libras; modo 30 libras.
	The Church itself holds CANNINGE. In the time of King Edward it paid geld for 18 hides, 1 virgate and a half. The land is for 15 ploughs. Of this land there are in demesne 4 hides, and there are 5 ploughs and 8 serfs.There are 27 villains and 17 bordars and 6 cottars, with 10 ploughs. There is a mill paying 13 shillings and 108 acres of meadow. The pasture is 1 mile long and 3 furlongs broad. The wood is 4 furlongs long and 2 furlongs broad. The estate was worth £20; it is now worth £30.
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ALL SAINTS' CHURCH, ALL CANNINGS.
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Outside
Externally, the church appears at first sight to be quite plain. It is constructed in ashlar limestone, and although very little of the original structure exists to this day, it is probable that the Norman and possibly the Saxon predecessors were similarly constructed. The Saxon building was probably similar to the Saxon Church which still remains in Bradford-on-Avon and the Norman church certainly had stone pillars. Limestone is not found naturally in large quantities in this area, so the materials required would have had to have been brought in from quarries or mines some distance to the west of the area.

The doorway of the North porch is the oldest external part of the building, dating from the 13th. century. The nave was rebuilt in the 14th. century and the transepts and tower in the 15th., the upper section of the latter as far as the parapet being completed in the 1480's; the clock turret is relatively modern. The corners of the building are strengthened by angle buttresses with perpendicular buttresses on the chancel walls and west end.

The chancel, which had dated from 1678, was rebuilt during the mid-19th. century during the incumbency of the Rev. T.A. Methuen, who also undertook many other repairs to the fabric of the church including replacing the entire roof of the church. The present chancel was designed by Henry Weaver. The old roof lines are still visible on the east face of the tower.

The south side of the church, facing the Manor House, presents a totally different view - here it resembles more a small town church rather than the large village church of the north side A Tudor chantry chapel with largely glass walls is surmounted by a crenelated parapet which then continues over the south transept and the full length of the south aisle. The parapet is decorated with Tudor flowers and panels enclosing quatrefoils. Two shields are visible, one showing the arms of the St. Armand family and the other the Beauchamp.

On the south porch are the faint remains of several scratch dials. Naturally, since they date from the Middle Ages, they are now somewhat weather-worn but are still sufficiently deep to be usable with the insertion of a simple gnomon.

Further around and over the west window are two carved heads, presumably a third head once existed to the north of the window. It is not known of whom the heads are, or for what, if any, purpose other than ornament they were placed around the window.

Inside
As one enters the church through the north door, a small plinth can be seen over the keystone: this would normally have been used to bear a statue of the patronal saint of the church, a difficult problem when the dedication is to All Saints, but more of this later.

The interior of the church is that of a building largely rebuilt during the 14th. and 15th. centuries.

To the right, as one enters is the font. It is of a typical 15th. century design with a low octagonal bowl with quatrefoil panels and is lined with lead and fitted with a drain. The carved conical cover is dated 1633 and was given by the Rev. Thomas Byng of whom more later. It was originally in the centre of the nave but moved to its present position during the incumbency of the Rev. St.Clair Tisdall to enable  easier manoeuvring of the bier!

The pews date from 1843 when the old box-pews were removed as part of the Rev. Methuen's repair and rebuilding programme. The box pews had been in place since about 1500; prior to then no seating was provided for the congregation. The floor would have been stone flags strewn with rushes or straw and the people either stood or knelt for Mass. The rushes would be replaced once yearly, on Rush Sunday, which is still observed in some churches, St. Mary, Redcliffe in Bristol being one such church.

A screen separated the chancel from the nave, only the chancel being regarded as sacred, permitting the nave to be used for meetings, Manor Courts and a variety of other functions. The Rood screen in this church was removed in about 1549 and the chantry chapel dismantled and converted, later, into the manor-house pew. The wood would have been used to construct the singers gallery which was erected at the west end and was removed during the 19th. century modifications. The only remaining relic of the screen is the old doorway to its upper level sited part way up the northwest tower pier and two carved knees which would have supported the screen. The design and size of the screen are now, unfortunately lost, but it would also have been used, in the absence of an organ, as a platform for musicians.

Over the chancel arch between the nave and the tower crossing are displayed the Royal Arms as required by law to be shown in all Established churches after the Restoration of the Monarchy in 1660.

The commencement of Dr. Robert Byng's incumbency as Rector coincided with the accession to the throne of Charles I. He was a Fellow of Clare Hall, Cambridge until the age of 44 when he exchanged the professor's life for that of a country parson.and leaving the Fens for the Wiltshire uplands. It was during his time in the village that three bells were cast and installed, the present Treble, the No. 3 and that which is now used as the clock bell; they are dated 1626,1626 and 1629 respectively. However, during the reign of Edward VI an inventory recorded 'Allkannings - iii bells'. No record exists as to the present whereabouts of these bells; were they recast to make the present three old bells? He had the font cover carved and installed and as a further gift to the village he built the rectory upon which is the inscription, part in Latin and part in Greek 'Robert Byng not for himself erected this building A.D. 1642'. Alas, it was to be his final gift, the Civil War started the same year and in 1643 the Battle of Roundway Down was joined. He was a staunch Royalist and was eventually ejected from the living in 1646, along with his wife and two small sons. He moved to Etchilhampton for a time and on 8th. February 1658 he died in Devizes where he was buried in St. John's church.

In common with many churches, All Cannings church suffered during the Civil War and Commonwealth. In the fourteen years of disuse and probable misuse the windows lost much of their glass; all that remains are some square and diamond shaped fragments of plain glass distributed about the later, replacement, glass and several small pieces of stained glass in the north and south transept windows which can only give a vague indication of the glory that is lost. The fragments that remain show a very high degree of artistry and a delicate colouring which contrasts with the heavier and deeper coloured Victorian stained glass of the chancel which was designed and made by Lavers and Barraud..

 The earliest recorded or recognisable parts of the church building are the northeast and southwest tower piers which are Norman in origin and have trumpet scallop capitals. Subsequent restoration work and cleaning have removed any finer carving or painted decoration on the pillars and it is not known if they are even in their original positions. If they are, then the relative width to height of the church must have made for a quite imposing building. The Norman church was probably a replacement for an earlier Saxon structure, as it was common for the Normans to demolish existing major buildings in any place under their rule, the better to impose their control over the inhabitants. 

A relic of an earlier structure exists in the form of a curious stone carving on the south face of the Southwest tower pier. It appears to be the figure of a man entwined by a serpent or snake. It would, therefore, have probably formed one of a pair of allegorical carvings of Adam and Eve. Its date and origins are, however, unknown.

The south transept was enlarged in Tudor times to include a small chapel, which involved moving the original wall back some five feet with the subsequent removal of any external buttressing. The strange part-arch to the east is, therefore, a remnant of the construction work being a small flying  buttress to allow the excavation  of foundations below.

The only remaining part of the chapel is the piscina on the south wall which was discovered during the renovations of the 1840's. The north transept is now  in use as the vestry and organ chamber but has its own slice of history to tell. The north window contains traces of an Annunciation window, the east wall bears a baroque tablet on a death's head corbel as a memorial to Daniel Cozens who died in 1730 having served as the village baker. The turret staircase,which nowadays is reached through a door beside the organ, used to be reached through a door in the north side of the pier and was probably once outside the church. In 1861, during excavations below the north transept, for the installation of the heating system, a Purbeck Marble coffin containing a skeleton nearly six feet in length was unearthed. The interment was apparently from the early 13th. century and was of the bones of a youngish man. Since the Purbeck quarries are fairly distant, the transport would have been both difficult and costly which implies that the man was from a wealthy family. Near the coffin was a silver penny which was found to date from about the reign of Edward I.

Round the corner in the chancel is a priest's door, which in the original design of the church, would have allowed the priest to enter the chancel to say his offices even when the rest of the church was being used for other purposes.

Opposite is the Beauchamp chantry chapel. These chapels were often founded in the Middle Ages by wealthy families for the saying of Masses for 'the repose of their souls', probably, in this case, for the de Berkham family, the first recorded Rector of All Cannings. Like many others, it was dismantled in the aftermath of the Reformation, and eventually the space created was taken over by the occupants of the Manor House and converted into the Manor Pew. The east window is of the late Victorian period and shows, from bottom to top, the four evangelists, four allegorical panels; the parable of the sower, the labourers in the vineyard, the lost sheep, and angels. The small lights above show the greater prophets, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel.

The chancel was completely rebuilt under the direction of the Rev. Thomas Anthony Methuen with the assistance of his sons. He was rector of this parish for 60 years from 1809 and completed his rebuilding less than two years before his death. Prior to rebuilding the chancel he had already caused the nave to be much repaired including the replacement of the roof; even the carved date of 1638 at the south east corner was copied from the original. In 1833 he had donated the land and built the village school which is still in use today (1995) but due to be replaced within a few  years.

The memorials of many of the Methuen family are contained around the chancel walls and floor. The Victorian 'History of the Parish' by Rev. W.H. Jones, date unknown, describes the reredos thus: it 'has a central projection of veined alabaster, terminating in a crocketted gable and a finial of Caen stone. In the centre of this again is a quatrefoil panel, with a sculpture of the Last Supper in white Derbyshire alabaster. On each side of the projection are trefoil-headed recesses of Caen stone, with the ten Commandments incised, and in the spandrels are bosses of spar with alabaster cups. The angle shafts of the central projection are of green Irish marble, capped and based in carved alabaster'. Unfortunately, Caen stone is porous and the lower parts of the trefoil recesses are now suffering from rising dampness

The pulpit was erected in 1867 by friends of Mr. Methuen, as a memorial to his long incumbency.

The organ was the gift of a rector in memory of Queen Victoria's Jubilee. The inscription, translated from the Latin, reads: ' To the greater glory of God and for use in this church in commemoration of the Jubilee, B. G. Johns, M.A., gave, devoted and dedicated this organ to the Lord in gratitude. June 1897. On whose soul may God have mercy.'

Monuments.
West end of south aisle: 'To William Ernele and Jone his wif......' The panel is dated 1587 and is surmounted with three eagles. William Ernele died in 1593 and 'Jone his wif' died seven years later in 1600. The monument is mentioned in William Ernele's will dated 1590 and was designed at such an early date the couple ensured that the epitaph was to their liking. In his will he directed that his bearers '... four poore men...' should be given dark gowns of frieze and that his wife and son should distribute three pounds among the poor of the parish, and another five pounds in groats (approximately 2p) to those who attended his burial. He left twenty shillings to '.. the reparation of the church of Allcannings..' and the same to Bishops Cannings and 'St. Mary and St. John in the Devises' 

The Ernle family came originally from Ernley in Sussex. Some moved to Wiltshire, one branch becoming Lords of Etchilhampton Manor. A Sir John Ernle was Chancellor of the Exchequer in 1686; another Sir John was rector of All Cannings in the 18th. century. This monument was originally placed in the chancel but was moved to its present position during the chancel rebuilding.

West end of north aisle: To others of the Ernle family including Sir John Ernle, rector, died 1734. Also to his wife, died 1729, whose death was 'A public loss'.

West end of main aisle: William Fowle Esq., died 1796.

South aisle: 
To John Nicholas Esq., grandson of Edward Nicholas Kt., died 1737.

 

To Richard Riggs, Esq., and Penelope his wife.

South transept:
To Simon Hitchcock, Esq.,died 1850

To Hannah his wife, died 1861

To Jane their daughter, died 1899 

Charity Board
Recording a bequest by Ann Lavington, dated 28th. February 1818, of a trust fund of 500, the proceeds of which to be distributed ten days before Christmas each year amongst the deserving poor of the parish as nominated by the Rector and Churchwardens at that time.

The Bells
	Treble
	Dia.: 29 7/8"


Weight: 4cwt. 3qr. 19lb.

Cast: 1996 at Whitechapel Bell Foundry
	Inscription:  

For 25 Years of Marriage and Bellringing

Marian & Martin Moyes

5th September 1995

Revd. Alan Jeans - Parish Priest

Henry Wiltshire   Elizabeth Currie

Churchwardens

1996                 Whitechapel

	No.2
	Dia.: 31 1/2" 


Weight: 6cwt. 2qr. 0lb.

Cast: 1626 by Robert Purdue of Bristol
	Inscription: 

6261:IN:IM:OD:ON:NA:PR

(reversed in casting)

	No.3
	Dia.: 33 1/2"


Weight: 7cwt. 1qr. 14lb.

Cast: 1771 by Thomas Rudhall of Gloucester
	Inscription: 

Thomas Andrews-William Hayward Ch. Wardens 1771 TR

	No.4
	Dia.: 36 1/4"


Weight:  9cwt. 0qr. 14lb.

Cast: 1626 by Robert Purdue of Bristol
	Inscription: 

ANNO DOMINI 1626 RP

	No.5
	Dia.: 39"


Weight: 11cwt. 1qr. 0lb.

Cast: 1806 by James Wells of Aldbourne, Wilts
	Inscription: 

Henery Hitchcock & William Hayward Ch. Wardens

James Wells, Aldbourne, Wilts

Fecit 1806

	Tenor:
	Dia.: 44"


Weight: 15cwt. 2qr. 0lb.

Cast: 1658

Inscription: 

Robert Mareslen & William Stevens, Ch. Wardens 1658

Recast: 1886 by Llewellins & James of Bristol


	Inscription: 

ANNO VICTORIAE QUINQUEGESIMO

1886

Recast by Llewellins & James Bristol 

JUBILATE DEO

Edmund May Rector: 

R.E.Taylor, S.N.Crees, Ch. Wardens


The bells were rehung in an iron frame by Taylor's of Loughborough in 1929 and are rung every Sunday, with practice sessions taking place on Wednesday evenings.

All Saints or Saint Anne's?
There has been uncertainty as to the dedication of the church. Today it is known as All Saints, but in the last century, and early this century there are records indicating dedication to Saint Anne. However, there is also a fifteenth century reference to 'Cannings All Saints'. When the Churchyard was closed by order of the Privy Council in 1911, it was referred to as St. Annes.

We do know that the hill above the village, now called Tan Hill, used to be called St. Anne's Hill or St. Ann's Hill and that the Tan Hill Fair, last held in 1932, was held on St. Anne's Day, 26th. July.

Rectors of All Cannings

	Date
	Incumbent
	Presentation
	Sovereign

	1333
	Thomas de Berkham
	Abbess of St. Mary's Nunnery, Winchester.
	Edward III

	
	Thomas de Wychford
	Abbess of St. Mary's Nunnery, Winchester.
	

	1363
	John de Lynden
	Previously Rector of Foghelesten (Fuggleston), and exchanged with Robert de Wychford.
	

	1382
	John Hannewell
	A second institution of the same rector took place in 1384, when the King claimed to exercise the patronage “on behalf of the Abbess”.
	Richard II

	
	Adam Edlyn
	The name of “Adam Edlyn, Parson of the Church of All Cannings” occurs in a document preserved among the deeds of Mr. Heneage, at Compton, bearing the date 10 Hen. IV. (1409)
	

	1423
	John Balding
	He is said to have succeeded at the decease of Adam Edlyn in 1423; he resigned the living in 1429.
	Henry VI

	1429
	William Hankyn
	Resigned the living in 1444.
	

	1444
	Thomas Swyft
	Resigned the living in 1447.
	

	1447
	William Crowton
	Resigned the living in 1472.
	

	1472
	Richard Henstoke

	
	Edward IV

	1492
	Richard Warwyn

	His Institution  records the church as “Cannynges Omnium Sanctorum”.
	Henry VII

	1512
	Edward Lee
	Said to have succeeded on the decease of Richard Warwyn; he was promoted in 1531 to the Archbishopric of York, which he held until 1537.
	Henry VIII

	1531
	Edward Leighton

	Resigned in 1545
	

	1545
	Thomas Bridges
	Presented by Edward Seymour, Earl of Hertford. He died the same year.
	

	1545
	John Fisher
	Presented by Edward Seymour, Earl of Hertford. He was deprived in 1554.
	

	1554
	Thomas Thurland
	Presented by Queen Mary
	Mary

	1564
	John Fisher (restored)
	
	Elizabeth I

	1571
	John Powell
	Said to have succeeded on the decease of John Fisher; The patronage was exercised by Francis Newdigate, Esq., and the Lady Ann, Duchess of Somerset, his wife.
	

	1593
	Hugh Gough
	Presented by Edward Seymour, Earl of Hertford. He was previously Vicar of Bishops Cannings. He was father of Thomas Gough, who was consecrated Bishop of Limerick on Sept 17th., 1626.
	

	1625
	Robert Byng
	Presented by Henry Byng, Serjeant-at-Law, to whom the advowson, probably by purchase, belonged for that turn.
	Charles I

	1646
	Geoffrey Simpkins
	
	Minister appointed by Parliament

	1660
	Henry Kinninmond
	The notice of his induction in 1660 is contained in the Registers, but the name of the patron at the time is unknown. 
	Charles II

	1678
	William Baldwin

	Presented by Philip D’Arcy, of Ashton, Yorkshire, by grant from Conyers D’Arcy, Esq., and Frances, Countess of Southampton, his wife; and from Charles, Lord Clifford, and Joan, his wife. He resigned in 1681
	

	1681
	George Stodley

	Presented by Edward Thornborough, Esq., of London
	James II

	1709
	John Ernle
	Presented by Sir Walter Ernle, Bart. He succeeded to the Baronetcy in 1732.
	Anne

	1734
	William Fowle

	Presented by William Fowle, of All Cannings, gentleman. He was nephew to the wife of Sir John Ernle, Bart., his immediate predecessor.
	George II

	1770
	John Fullerton
	Presented by John Fullerton, Esq., of Shaftesbury, Dorset.
	George III

	1800
	Henry Davis
	Presented by John Davis, of Bapton, gentleman.
	

	1807
	Nicholas Heath
	Presented by Nicholas Nicholas, Esq., of Bowbridge, Derbyshire.
	

	1809
	Thomas A Methuen
	The Patron was Philip Gell, Esq., of Hopton, Derbyshire, who sold the next presentation to Paul Cobb Methuen, Esq., of Corsham, Wiltshire.
	

	1869
	Edmund May
	Lord Ashburton
	Victoria

	1893
	B. George Johns
	
	

	1900
	James S. Crisall
	Sir Christopher Furness
	

	1911
	Francis J. Gough
	Diocese of Salisbury
	George V

	1930
	C.W. St.Clair Tisdall
	
	

	1954
	William Grist
	
	Elizabeth II

	1957
	E.D.J. Shaxted
	
	(whom GOD

	1961
	W.D.G. Mould
	
	Preserve )

	1963
	Eric K. Green
	
	

	1977
	Norman W. Taylor  
	United Benefice with Bishops Cannings and Etchilhampton
	

	1980   
	B. John Smith
	
	

	1983   
	F.M. Henly
	
	

	1993
	Alan P. Jeans
	
	

	1998
	Sallyanne Attwater
	
	


Approx 1300

Burial in Purbeck marble coffin in area later covered by North transept. (See 1861)

1300-1400 A.D. - Allcannynges

We must picture the water-mill by the Avon stream. the one-room thatched huts of the villagers, and their holdings in acre and half-acre strips without boundaries-the Saxon 'way of farming which continued for so many centuries. The people shared the meadow and woodland for their oxen, sheep and pigs, and paid their rents in service to the manor farm. The Manor House was built by the 14th century on the site of the present Manor Farm) and in it lived a succession of tenants farming the estate on behalf of the Abbey. The Rectory was, no doubt, standing by this date, though probably only a small dwelling for the priest and his attendant. The rector had 30 acres freehold, with a share of the pasture for his cattle.

The Street was probably a rough track leading up to the downs, but the part called Townsend existed as early as 1334. On a tax-collector's roll, among 23 All Cannings men, appears the name "Robert at the Townsend". This man, like many others at that date, was known by his home address. There were also "John at the hill" and "Richard at the mere". The Chandler family were originally the village chandlers or candle-makers and gave their name to what is now Chandler's Lane.

St. Mary's Winchester.

Owing to its long connection with All Cannings the nunnery at Winchester must be mentioned here. The Benedictine Abbess of St. Mary is fully described in the Victoria County History of Hampshire. Typical of the many religious communities of medieval England, it was situated in the middle of Winchester and possessed an Abbey church, a chapter house and many buildings, besides gardens, barns and mills. At the time of the Dissolution of the Monasteries the inmates numbered 102; namely, 26 religious and 13 lay sisters, 5 priests, 9 women ser​vants, 20 other officials, 3 lodgers and 26 children of the con​vent school. The first Abbess was a Saxon princess; the last Abbess was Elizabeth Shelley, of a noted Sussex family. The Abbey had estates in several counties, besides Urchfont and All Cannings in Wiltshire.



Some All Cannings Legacies


Margery Hibberde, widow. d. 1624. A will-inventory.



One sheet. one bed with appurtenances. a crock, a coffer, two kine and her wearing apparel.



To Salisbury Cathedral and Allcannings church ... each sixpence. 

She wished to be buried in the churchyard and appointed as her executors "my loving friends and neighbours Jeffery Pottenger and William Harris."


Thomas Maslinge, d. 1632 (churchwarden in Dr. Byng's time).

inventory included ~3 yoke of oxen, 4 heifers, 4 goats, 20 sheep, 12 hogges; 30 quarters each of wheat and barley.



To the poore of All Cannings . . . ten shillings.



To  the church ... twenty shillings".


Robert Harris, husbandman, d. 1652.



After many bequests be left his bed and bedstead "to Thomas Stevens. blacksmith of All Cannings.

1333

The Pre-Reformation Rectors

The list of rectors begins at 1333, but there were certainly incumbents before that date. The clergy lived very much like their parishioners, farming their own land. From the people they received a tenth of their produce. The Abbey appropriated "great tithe" the hay, corn and wool, the rectors kept the "small tithe." such as poultry and fruit.

A very notable rector was Edward Lee (1512-1531) who filled many high offices arid ended as Archbishop of York. His character has been summed up as follows: "Famous for his wisdom and holiness; a man very liberal to the poor, a continual preacher of the Gospel. and exceedingly beloved of all sorts of men." His grave is in York Minster.

The last rector of All Cannings to be appointed by an Abbess (on the eve of the Reformation) was Edward Leighton.  He had been a Canon of Cardinal College, Oxford, later re-named Christchurch.  During his incumbency occurred many momentous events, including the rejection of the Pope's Supremacy by the English Church, and the Dissolution of the Monasteries.

The connection between All Cannings and St. Mary's ended in 1536. Henry VIII presented "the valuable manor of Alle​canynges" to Edward Seymour, later Duke of  Somerset.

In 1540 came the order that an English Bible should be placed in every church. In 1549 came the first English Prayer-book. It was the dawn of a new age. In All Cannings church. as elsewhere, the rood-screen was removed, and the chantry chapel was dismantled and converted in course of time into the manor house pew. Probably here too, as in many churches. the wood from the rood-loft was used to make the singers' gallery which was at the west end until 1843.

1333

Thomas de Berkham installed as Rector; later in the same year Robert de Wychford was installed.

1363

 John de Lynden installed as Rector.

1382

John Hannewell installed as Rector; later in the same year Adam Edlyn was installed as Rector.

1423

John Balding installed as Rector.

1429

William Hankyn installed as Rector.

1444

Thomas Swyft installed as Rector.

1447

William Crowton installed as Rector.

1451

The Bailiffs' Accounts.

A glimpse of All Cannings in pre-Reformation days comes. from the estate-accounts, preserved from 1451-1527.  Many items concern sheep-farming, and the sale of lambs' wool, pelts and sheep-skins.  England was enjoying a flourishing wool-trade, and many fortunes were being made. John Collet was the tenant of the Manor Farm in 1484. He rented 500 sheep, a dovecot, and various fields named in the accounts, among them "Oxmoor", "Burymede", and "Shortland". The Abbey received all profits, the rents of the villagers and revenue from fines, sale of stock, timber, etc. From the rent-roll it appears that for a cottage and 8 acres a man paid 4s 8d. p.a. The Abbey also received "heriots" - money or goods belonging to a tenant who had died. One item reads: "Of 16s. from the value of one mare and one cow, coming as the heriot of Lawrence Amor." And another: "Receipt of 4s. for the value of 12 geese, the value of a goose being 4d." There is mention of Hocktide, a very ancient celebration held the 2nd Monday and Tuesday after Easter, when there was much revelry. There is also a reference to the 26th July, which was St. Anne's Day when the Fair was held upon "Saynt Anne's Hill." An item in 1527 refers to "church scot," that is, the parishioners contributions, paid in eggs and poultry.

1472

Richard Henstoke installed as Rector.

1480

The church in the 15th century.

About 1480 the upper tower was being built. At this date greater prosperity led to much church building. The country was recovering from the crippling effects of the Black Death in the previous century, when trade and farming had been paralysed and the population reduced by half. Well might the people pray: "From plague, pestilence and famine, good Lord deliver us". In Wiltshire alone 103 clergy had died in 1349 - the plague year.

We must picture the church interior at that period without pulpit or seats, and with rushes on the floor. The people stood or knelt for Mass. the chief service. attended by everyone in the place. A screen divided chancel from nave, surmounted by a crucifix, and there were, no doubt, side-chapels with altars-The nave was used for meetings of various kinds'. only the chancel was regarded as sacred.

1492

Richard Warwyn installed as Rector.

1499

Charter for the holding of St. Anne’s  Fair granted.

1512

Edward Lee installed as Rector.

1518

The Manor Court.

For the village men there was the duty of attendance at the local court held twice yearly and presided over by the steward acting on behalf of the Abbess, as Lady of the Manor. From the court proceedings between 1518 and 1531 we can learn something of village doings and the kind of misdemeanours dealt with. 

The meetings were probably held at the Manor House, or in the nave of the church. The following items are typical:

	John Collett placed his sheep in a separate field before his appointed day.

	John Amor overstocked the common by 80 yearling sheep beyond his number. He also cut down an elm on the Lady's ground.

	Thomas Carpenter cut down osiers in the marsh "against the custom of the manor." (Every manor had its own set of regu​lations)

	Richard Tanner, the common butcher, sold meat at a too high price for gain.

	John Burden, the miller, took "excessive toll." (He kept too much grain as compensation for grinding.)

	Richard Williams made an attack on another with a dagger. (The weapon was confiscated.)


All these people were fined sums varying from 4d, to 1s 8d., which were not trifling amounts in those days. Others were convicted of trespassing, letting their pigs go unringed, charg​ing over the statutory price for bread and ale, and letting animals stray. Strays had to be "cried" on two market-days, and if not claimed within a year and a day they belonged to the manor in which they were found. At  the September court in 1531 it was reported that 'a bay foal came as a stray at the feast of St. Martin last; then came John Fode and duly  proved the aforesaid horse to be his - - . whence he gives to the Lady as a fine fourpence.  At the same session the inn-keeper was fined for allowing gaming-tables in his hostelry. He was told to quit the premises "before the feast of the Nativity of the Lord next to come." 

Village men were bound into an associa​tion called "frankpledge" whereby they were pledged to be responsible for each other in keeping the peace. Their names were written on a roll, and each man had to pay a penny, swear on the Bible and vow that he would be faithful to the king as chief lord, and to the Lady of the Manor as the king's representative.

Other business dealt with by the Manor Court included the reception of a new tenant. William Feyrefyld in September, 1526, received the land and cottage formerly held by his father, paying as a.fine 13s. 4d. "And he did fealty to the Lady and was then admitted tenant."

All Cannings men sworn as the jury at Manor Courts in the reign of Henry VIII between 1518 and 1531

	Thomas Amor
	
	William Gold

	William Beke
	
	William Hervest

	John Burden
	
	Edmund Long

	John Eartelott
	
	William Herrys

	William Bretyn
	
	William Phelps

	John Ballowe
	
	John Ruysshe

	Robert Burdon
	
	Thomas Smyth

	Ambrose Bewley
	
	Geoffrey Srnethwyke

	John Collet
	
	William Symys

	Thomas Chaundeler
	
	Henry Shackelerey

	Robert Dudon
	
	Thomas Trent

	John Fayreteld
	
	Robert Townsend


1531

Edward Leighton installed as Rector.

1536

Monasteries dissolved by Henry VIII. Manorial rights of All Cannings granted to Edward Seymour, later to be ennobled as Duke of Somerset.

1545

Thomas Bridges installed as Rector; later the same year John Fisher was installed.

1554

Thomas Thurland installed as Rector.

1564

John Fisher restored as Rector.

1571

John Powell installed as Rector.

1587

Monument to ‘William Ernle and Jone, his wife’ erected.

1593

Hugh Gough installed as Rector.

1625

Robert Byng installed as Rector.

1646

22nd March - Robert Byng ejected from the living of All Cannings.

25th March – Galfredus Simpkins installed as Chaplain of All Cannings by the Commonwealth

1655

William Innes installed as chaplain.

1660

Charles II restored to the Throne; Henry Kinninmond installed as Rector of All Cannings.

1678

William Baldwin installed as Rector.

1681

George Stoodley installed as Rector.

1690

Sir Edward Nicholas obtained possession of All Cannings Manor.

1709

John Ernle installed as Rector.

1730

Monument to Daniel Cozens, Baker, erected.

1734

William Fowle installed as Rector.

Monument to John Ernle, Rector, erected.

1737

Monument to John Nicholas, Esq. Erected.

1770

John Fullerton installed as Rector.

Monument to William Fowle, Rector, erected.

1800

Henry Davis installed as Rector.

1807

Nicholas Heath, Lord of the Manor of All Cannings, installed as Rector.

1809

Thomas Anthony Methuen installed as Rector.

1817

25th July – All Cannings Manor purchased by Alexander Baring, later 1st Lord Ashburton.

1823

23rd December   Mr. Thomas Alexander  is ‘violently assaulted’ near his house on South Farm on his return from Devizes Fair. He had £30 in his possession but his assailants made off with only 3d., a key and a handful of notices.

1824

January 1824  John Goodman of All Cannings and Edward Amor of Honeystreet arrested and charged with the assault on Mr. Thomas Alexander.

20th April 1824
John Goodman and Edward Amor hanged over the Gateway to Devizes Prison. John Goodman was buried on 23rd April in All Cannings Churchyard.

1830

October/November 1830
‘Swing’ Riots occurred in the Vale of Pewsey. Several outbreaks took place in All Cannings.

Some dozen or so All Cannings inhabitants were charged with various offences. Most were acquitted or found Not Guilty but five were eventually sentenced at the Special Assize Court in Salisbury to between 7 and 14 years transportation to Australia.

	Name
	Age
	Accuser
	Sentence
	Vessel
	
	Residence
	Notes

	Wiltshire
	Jacob
	21
	John Deadman
	14 yrs
	Planter
	NSW
	All Cannings
	 

	Lane
	James
	36
	Joseph Perry/ R. Pile
	14 yrs
	Eliza
	VDL
	Cannings
	 

	Marsh
	William
	25
	Joseph Perry
	7 yrs
	Eliza
	VDL
	All Cannings
	 

	Rose
	John
	25
	Joseph Perry
	7 yrs
	Eliza
	VDL
	All Cannings
	Wife - Martha Dowst

	Holmes
	William
	27
	James Judd
	7 yrs
	Eliza
	VDL
	Allington, Wilts
	 

	Hailstone
	Job
	29
	Robert Pile
	6 mo.
	
	
	Cannings ?
	 

	Hiscocks
	Thomas
	26
	Robert Pile
	Acquitted
	
	
	All Cannings
	 

	Rivers
	William
	35
	Robert Pile
	Acquitted
	
	
	All Cannings
	 

	King
	Harry
	22
	John Clift
	Acquitted
	
	
	Cannings ?
	 

	Lake
	Edward
	29
	John Clift
	Acquitted
	
	
	Cannings ?
	 

	Love
	James
	26
	Edward Darke
	Acquitted
	
	
	Cannings ?
	 

	Mullins
	James
	19
	Stephen Bullock
	Acquitted
	
	
	Cannings ?
	 

	Rose
	Henry
	19
	Robert Pile
	Not Guilty
	
	
	All Cannings
	 

	Gardener
	James
	22
	John Clift
	Not Guilty
	
	
	Cannings ?
	 

	Goddard
	Thomas
	20
	John Clift
	Not Guilty
	
	
	Cannings ?
	 

	Romain
	Robert
	25
	John Clift
	Not Guilty
	
	
	Cannings ?
	 


*VDL = Van Diemens Land (Tasmania); NSW = New South Wales

1833

[image: image3.wmf]Parish School founded by Revd. Thomas Anthony Methuen 
End plate from wall of old School Building, All Cannings

1846

1846, 24th December – 4 All Cannings lads, Henry Withers, William Page, Francis Cawdrey & Stephen Green drown in the Kennet and Avon Canal.

1850

1850 – Monument to Simon Hitchcock, Esq. erected.

1869

1869 – Edmund May installed as Rector.

1913

	AT THE COURT IN BUCKINGHAM PALACE,  
The 11th day of February 1913.
PRESENT,
THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY  

IN   COUNCIL.

WHEREAS the Local Government Board, after giving to the Incumbent and the Churchwardens of the Parish of All Cannings, in the County of Wilts, ten days' previous notice of their intention in that behalf, have, under the provisions of the Burial Act, 1853, made a Representation to His Majesty in Council, that for the protection of the public health, the opening of any new burial ground in the Civil Parish of All‑cannings, in the County of Wilts, save with the previous approval of the Local Government Board, should be prohibited, and that burials should be discontinued therein, as follows, viz.:‑

ALL CANNINGS.‑ Forthwith and entirely in the Parish Church of Saint Anne, All Cannings, in the County of Wilts; and in the Churchyard, except as follows:‑

(a) In any vault or walled grave now existing in the said Churchyard burial may be allowed subject to the condition that every coffin buried in such vault or grave be separately enclosed by stonework or brickwork properly cemented.

 (b) In any earthen grave now existing in the said Churchyard the burial may be allowed of the body of any member of the family of the person or persons heretofore buried in such grave, subject to the condition that no part of the coffin containing the body shall be at a depth less than three feet below the level of the surface of the ground adjoining the grave.

NOW, THEREFORE, His Majesty in Council is pleased hereby to give notice of such Representation, and to order that the same be taken into consideration by a Committee of the Privy Council, on the 17th day of March next.

And His Majesty is further pleased to direct that this Order be forthwith published in the London Gazette, and that copies thereof be affixed on the doors of the churches or chapels of, or on some conspicuous places within, the parish affected by such Representation one month before the said 17th day of March.    
ALMERIC  FITZROY.       


1944

In 1944, on the night of 14th/15th March, a German Junkers JU88-14 crashed in the fields near the canal, having passed along the length of the village, in flames and dropping debris. The pilot was killed but his 3 crew members all parachuted out south of the village and were caught at Patney station and interned as prisoners of war for the remaining 15 months of the war. The pilot's remains were buried in a war-grave at Haycombe Cemetery in Bath. Their mission, from Brussels airport, had been to bomb London and in particular, Buckingham Palace and the Whitehall area. On their approach to London from the North-east they met severe anti-aircraft fire, took evasive action and were pursued over Oxford and on to a flaming finish at All Cannings. When one walks along the Street and realises that if the aircraft was so low as to worry the rector as to its clearance over the tower and when one looks at its probable course over the village to the crash site beside the road just 100 metres south of the canal, it is very clear that the whole village had a very lucky escape that night. 

