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18. X. 26.

All Cannings Church
Dear Sir,

In accordance with your instructions, I have examined the tower of your church with respect to the proposal to rehang the bells and add a new tenor bell to the ring.

There is no reason why the present bells should not be rehung, but the proposed addition of another bell would to my mind endanger the structure. 

The tower was erected in the latter half of the fourteenth century inside the walls of a Norman nave; the north and south walls were kept clear of the earlier work but the east wall was built partly over that containing the Norman Chancel arch and there is a large square stair turret clear of the walls of the tower at the north east angle. Each face of the tower is carried by arches which spring from pillars only 3' 0" square and the north and south arches have no abuttment whatever on their west side. The tower is about 60' 0" high and the walls of the lower stage are 3' 0" in thickness and those of the belfry slightly over 2' 0" in thickness. There are squinches at the top intended  to support a stone spire but whether this was ever built there is no evidence to show.

The whole structure is designed on such slender lines that theoretically it should not stand at all (see sketch plan appended) but incredible as it may seem the tower is in a remarkably sound condition save for an old settlement in the east and west walls that has not moved for many years and possibly occurred while the tower was being built. The quality of the original workmanship and materials cannot be too highly commended but this excellency and apparent soundness must not for a moment be a temptation to over tax the strength of the fabric.

The tower has stood the vibration of the present heavy ring of five bells in a very badly constructed frame without shewing any signs of failure and I see no reason why if the bells are rehung in a proper manner the structure should be affected by ringing the bells in the future.

But I am convinced that to add another bell, and this a heavy one, is asking the tower to do more than it can possibly stand, therefore I cannot urge you too strongly to abandon the idea of such a suggestion. 

The present ring is of five bells, all except one retain their cannons but the frame though sound is so badly constructed that it is a source of danger to the tower.

I cordially agree with the suggestion that the bells should be rehung at a lower level than they are now, also that the main supports for the frame should be of stout rolled steel joists well tied back into the walls at either end.

I fear it will not be possible to reuse the present frame, much as I should like to have done so, but the bells are too large and the frame is tight against the walls on all sides. In two places the walls of the tower have been cut away to enable the bells to swing and at these places there is no tie whatever to the frame. It follows that if a properly constructed frame is made to accomodate the bells and clear the walls of the tower, that it must be of lighter scantlings than the present frame and this can only be attained with safety by the use of wrought iron.

The bells will require new bearings, but I see no reason for them to be quarter turned or have new clappers and in no circumstances whatever must the cannons be removed by the substitution of iron headstocks.

There are two structural points which must be attended to at the same time that the bells are being rehung. The first is the matter of the clockweight. To take this weight a flue was cut out in the solid wall of the north east angle of the tower, and nothing was left but the outer faces of the walls. This flue endangers the whole stability of the upper part of the structure and it must be built up again with solid masonry or the consequences may be very serious. The clockweight must be kept inside the tower though I fully realize that it will be difficult to arrange so as to escape the bells.

The second point is that the tower should have steel ties rods placed across it in both directions, particularly at the level of the ringers' floor so as to counteract as much as possible the thrust of the four main arches.

I consider that if the bells are rehung on the lines I have suggested and the other works that I have mentioned are carried out that you will have a satisfactory ring of bells which can be rung without any danger to the fabric but owing to the excessively light construction of the tower the building must be carefully watched as the slightest symptom of failure will be a source of grave danger.

Yours sincerely

H. Breakspear.

The Rev. F. J. Gough,

All Cannings Rectory, Devizes.














